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We’re here to help.
Please contact us.

The Rockland Community Foundation is a registered 
tax-exempt 501 (c) (3) nonpro�t organization. A copy of our 
latest annual report may be obtained upon request form the 
organization or from the O�ce of the Attorney General, 
Charities Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271
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Rockland Community 
Foundation founding 
member Simona Chazen 
and her husband Jerry 
have long been 
passionate supporters of 
non-profit causes in our 
community. When RCF 
was in its infancy, the 
Chazens made a 
generous donation to 

establish what would be the first of many 
scholarship funds, “The Chazen Spirit of Rockland 
Scholarship.’’

The Rockland Community Foundation’s Chazen 
Legacy Society honors the contributions of Simona 
and Jerry.  We hope it will inspire others to emulate 
the Chazens’ commitment to local and enduring 
charitable giving.

Remembering the Foundation through a will, trust, 
life insurance or other planned gift automatically 
includes you as an honored member of the Chazen 
Legacy Society putting you in the company of 
others like you who care about leaving a legacy to 
protect and strengthen our community for years   
to come.

The Chazen Legacy Society

“The Rockland Community 
Foundation is one of the county’s 

most important philanthropic 
institutions.  Supporting RCF through 
planned giving is critical to building 
the Foundation and improving the 

lives of our community at large.”  

- Simona Chazen



 

Memorial funds can be created to provide 
scholarships, to make grants to local   
nonpro�ts, to sustain the work of particular 
organizations or to support the Rockland 
Community Foundation.

Funds are quick and easy to establish, do not 
require great wealth, and can be set up to last in 
perpetuity. Memorial funds require a $1,000 
balance at all times for disbursements to be 
made against them. RCF manages and monitors 
all donations that are made to the memorial 
fund, including generating thank you letters to 
acknowledge the generosity of the donors.

RCF works with experienced �nancial and legal 
advisors and is structured to handle the 
required administrative work of setting up a 
fund making it simple and eliminating the 
burden of complicated legal requirements       
for you. 

All RCF funds, including memorial funds, are 
publicized through a listing in the RCF annual 
report and on the RCF website. 

 

If establishing a fund is not the right �t for 
you, consider making a gift in your loved 
one’s memory to RCF through:

An annual contribution that supports the 
work that the Rockland Community 
Foundation does to improve our community 
for our family, friends and neighbors.

A one-time contribution made to one of the 
many funds under the Rockland Community 
Foundation umbrella. There is no minimum 
requirement to donate to an existing fund.

Either way, memorial gifts make an impact!

Establish a Memorial Fund
Additional Ways to Memorialize
a Loved One

 

The Rockland Community Foundation can connect 
you to the causes important to you or the causes 
that were meaningful to your loved one.  The types 
of causes are as varied as the people we want to 
memorialize.  From the arts, to education, to social 
programs, to the environment and everything in 
between, RCF can help you create a charitable 
fund that will honor the memory of the person 
who has passed.   

Establishing a memorial fund with the Rockland 
Community Foundation is an extremely 
cost-e�ective and less time consuming 
alternative to creating and maintaining a 
private foundation or non-pro�t organization.

 

Losing someone you love is never easy. A 
wonderful way to keep their memory and spirit 
alive is through establishing a fund or scholarship 
in their name. Starting a named fund to 
memorialize someone you cared about, honors 
their life and creates a lasting legacy.

Create a Lasting Legacy 

Let the Rockland Community
Foundation Help

“Rockland Community Foundation 
helped our family create a scholarship 
in my sister's memory in record time 
with caring, compassion and creative 
ways to share information about this 
fund.”

Melanie Verbraak, Fund Holder 
Marisa Rose Verbraak Memorial 
Scholarship Fund

 “In life, there was no more important question Nancy could have asked 
than "How are your kids?"  She asked it in earnest and was always 
interested in the answer.  So, what better way to honor her memory than to 

create a fund that would help 
children?  In addition, her eyes 
never opened wider than when she 
was talking about animals, so we 
added that to the mix as well.  
Nancy's Place supports 
organizations helping children in 
need and the animals they love.”

Joe Allen, Fund Holder, Nancy’s 
Place

 “Transferring my brother's scholarship to the Rockland Community 
Foundation was the right decision for our family, especially as part of our 
estate planning. Our lawyer suggested we reach out to RCF and in doing so 

allowed us peace of mind that this 
annual student award will live on in 
perpetuity. They have been helpful 
in all aspects of managing this 
scholarship and we know working 
with them was absolutely the right 
thing to do. ”

Joan & Stuart Bornstein, James 
Vernard Leenhouts Scholarship

Nancy AllenMarisa Rose Verbraak James Vernard Leenhouts




